United States
Department of
Agriculture

Marketing and
Regulatory
Programs

Animal and
Plant Health
Inspection
Service

Washington, DC
20250

VEALTH
S,

USDA

VETERINARY SERVICESNOTICE 99-04

Subject: Approva of aButton Tag for Use in the Voluntary Scrapie Flock
Certification Program
Date: March 24, 1999

To: Directors, VS Regions
AreaVeterinariansin Charge, VS
Veterinary Medical Officers, VS

The tamper-resistant “Mini Round” button tag produced by Allflex may be used to
identify sheep participating in the Voluntary Scrapie Flock Certification Program. The
new button tag is constructed in a similar manner as the previously approved flap tag
except that there is a button on both sides. The tags will be available in the same colors
astheflap tag. The tags should be ordered and handled in the same way as the currently
used flap tags.

Producers may use either the button tag or the flap tag to identify animalsin their flock
or herd. Both types of tags can be used in asingle flock or herd. Only one tag shall be
applied to an individual animal.

John R. Clifford for

Alfonso Torres
Deputy Administrator
Veterinary Services

& : % APHIS - Protecting American Agriculture

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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